
 

 
 
 
 
 

               1 to 2 pm   Registration, Publishers, Socializing 

                        2 to 3 pm   Business Meeting, room 206������ 
 

Presentations are being held in room 317.  Presenter is Herb Gross, 
founding president of NYSMATYC and AMATYC.  See separate pages  
with details of the presentations.  Please try to check Herb’s website prior 
to the fall meeting - www.adjectivenoumath.com 
 

    3:15 to 4:15 pm    “The Calculus of Everyday Living”  
                      (Today is the Tomorrow We Worried About Yesterday) 
 

������    4:30 to 5:30 pm    “The Teacher as Coach”  
 

             5:30 to 6:30 pm    Dinner 
 
Meeting Registration Form — see next page 
 

2011  Fall  MATYCONN  Meeting 
 

Friday, Oct 21, 2011 
 

Capital Community College 
 

950 Main Street, Hartford, CT 06103 

 
Directions to Capital Community College 
http://www.ccc.commnet.edu/directions.htm 
 
Parking at Capital Community College 
http://www.ccc.commnet.edu/parking.htm 
 



MATYCONN Fall 2011 Meeting 
 

Registration Form 
 

Friday, October 21, 2011 @ Capital Community College 
 

Please register by 10/12/2011. 
 
 
 
Please print legibly. 
 
Name   _________________________________________________ 
 
College _________________________________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________ 
 
  _________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ___________________ Email:  ___________________________________ 
 
 
Please Enter Amounts: 
 
$ _________ Meeting Registration $20 
 
$ _________ MATYCONN scholarship – suggested donation $5 
 
$ _________ Membership Fee* – see below for fee schedule (complete separate membership application)  
 
$ _________ TOTAL ENCLOSED 
 
 
 
Please mail this completed form (and membership form if applicable) with check payable to 
MATYCONN to Kegan Samuel, Math Department, Naugatuck Valley Community College, 
750 Chase Parkway, Waterbury, CT 06708 by Oct 12, 2011 
 
 
*Membership Information  . . . please consider joining . . .  
Go to MATYCONN website at http://www.matyconn.org  for a 
MATYCONN Membership Application under “About Us”.   
Membership Fees are low: 

$10 Yearly membership for full-time department members 
$18 Two-year membership for full-time department members 
$5 Yearly membership for adjuncts, students, and retirees 
$9 Two-year membership for adjuncts, students, and retirees 
$25 Lifetime membership for retirees (one-time payment) 

 
 
 



Fall 2011 MATYCONN meeting – October 21, 2011 
 
Herb Gross 
 

Presentation #1 - “The Calculus of Everyday Living”  or 
                            “Today is the Tomorrow We Worried About Yesterday” 

  

Imagine a reel of movie film being unraveled and we are looking at it 
frame-by-frame.  Without a powerful magnifying glass we see that the first 
frame and the second frame appear to look exactly the same; the same is 
true about the second frame and the third frame and so on up to, say the 
50,000th frame.  Yet even though the change from frame to frame seems to 
be unnoticeable, the 1st frame and the 50,000th frame do not look at all 
alike.  

More generally, in a real life situation by the time we notice that there is a 
change, the change has been occurring for a long time.  In today’s 
presentation I will try to compare the problems that the community colleges 
faced when I first became involved with them in 1958 and the problems that 
exist today.  The changes are enormous but have taken place so gradually 
that we might not have noticed what has been happening on a continual 
basis.  In particular we have gone from an era when students would ask 
such questions as “How do you derive the quadratic formula?” to an era 
when students now ask ”Why do I have to know the quadratic formula?” 

The point is that it is far more difficult and far more subtle to have to 
address answering the question of “why?”  than it is to answer the question 
of “how”; and what this means to us as community college instructors will 
be discussed in this presentation. 

  

 

 

 



Fall 2011 MATYCONN meeting – October 21, 2011 
 
Herb Gross 
 

Presentation #2 – “The Teacher as Coach” 
  

In sports we recognize that good players do not automatically become good 
coaches.  Yet academia persists in hiring its coaches (i.e., instructors) based 
on their player’s credentials (degrees, publications, etc.).  The community 
colleges are facing an enormous bimodal distribution where at one end of 
the spectrum there are students who by the standards of previous 
generations would never even have considered coming to college and at the 
other end of the spectrum there are students who in previous generations 
would have enrolled directly to a senior (i.e., four year) college upon 
graduation from high school.  Both of these groups require us to 
develop  special technics to help these groups attain their objectives. 

In this presentation I will discuss what in my mind distinguishes the teacher 
as coach from the teacher as researcher. More specifically: 

(1)   The teacher as coach makes the material relevant to the needs of the 
 student as the student perceives the needs to be. 

(2)   The teacher as coach develops a delivery system that allows the lower 
 half of the class (and there is always a lower half) to compete more 
 successfully with the upper half but without holding back the progress 
 of the upper half. 

(3)   The teacher as coach provides a live support system that encourages 
 students to remain in the course and strive toward their goals.  This 
 must be done in addition to teaching the content rather than at the 
 expense of stressing the content. 

 



MATHEMATICAL ASSOCIATION OF TWO YEAR COLLEGES OF CONNECTICUT  
 

(MATYCONN) 
http://www.matyconn.org 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 
___________________________ 
Date 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
First Name                      Middle Initial                            Last Name 
 
___________________________(______)___________________(______)___________________ 
College                                        College Phone                             College Fax 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
College Street Address                                                    E-Mail 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
               City                                                                     State                          Zip Code 
 
______________________________________________(______)__________________________ 
Residence Street Address                                                 Phone 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
               City                                                                      State                         Zip Code 
 
____ Check here if you do NOT want to be listed in the MATYCONN Membership Directory. 
____ Check here if you do NOT want your college information to be listed on the MATYCONN website. 
 
*  Membership Fees: 
     

_____  $10 Yearly membership for full-time department members 
 

_____  $18 Two-year membership for full-time department members 
 

_____  $5 Yearly membership for adjuncts, students, and retirees 
 

_____  $9 Two-year membership for adjuncts, students, and retirees 
 

_____  $25 Lifetime membership for retirees (one-time payment) 
 

_____  Contribution to the MATYCONN Scholarship Fund 
 

_____  I am currently a member of AMATYC. 
Note: AMATYC membership forms are available at http://www.amatyc.org. 
Send $80 directly to AMATYC for yearly membership, which includes one subscription to 
The AMATYC Review and the AMATYC News. 
   

_____  Total Enclosed 
 
*  Effective May 18, 1995, by a vote of the MATYCONN Executive Board, if you overpay your 
    MATYCONN dues the extra money will automatically go into the MATYCONN    
    Scholarship Fund. 
 
    Please mail this completed form and a check payable to MATYCONN to 
    Kegan Samuel, Math Department, Naugatuck Valley Community College, 
    750 Chase Parkway, Waterbury, CT 06708 


